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Artwork-based creative writing project  

• Demonstrates the powerful impact that art 
can have on a writers’ imagination.  

• Gives contestants a focus for their writing. 
• Writers create a cohesive storyline that 

connects to one of 10 images from great 
American Artist. 

• Artworks are from many time periods in 
American history and represent a diversity 
of subject matters  

• Contestants may enter one category either 
poetry, essay, or short story 



Chuck Close 

Chuck Close – Kate Moss 
Chuck Close is a visual contemporary artist not for his highly inventive 
technique used to paint the human face. He is best known for his large 
scale photo-based portrait paintings. Chuck Close has an interesting 
ailment that drives his art. His ailment is an affliction that makes him 
forget faces. He doesn’t recognize faces when he is away from someone 
and returns. He is so caught up in the “face and trying to remember who 
that was. One his first big painting was of his mother. He was always 
forgetting what she looked like. 
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Chuck Close is a visual contemporary artist not for his highly inventive technique technique used to paint the human face. He is best known for his large scale photo-based portrait paintings. Chuck Close has an interesting ailment that drives his art. His ailment is an aflication that makes him forget faces. He doesn’t recognize faces when he is away from someone and returns. He is so caught up in the “face and trying to remember who that was. One his first big painting ws of his mother. He ws always forgetting what she looked like.



Flower Cotton Tree Montgomery Trolly 

Mose Tolliver 
Tolliver was born one of 12 children in Montgomery, Alabama. His exact 
year of birth is unknown, though it is known he was born on the Fourth of 
July. He married his childhood friend, Willie Mae Thomas, in the 1940s and 
had 13 children, 11 of whom survived adulthood.  
During the late 1960s, after a severe injury (his legs were crushed when a 
load of marble shifted and fell from a forklift as he was sweeping in the 
furniture factory), he turned to painting to combat boredom and long hours 
of idle time. Tolliver was self-taught and signed his work, "Mose T" with a 
backward "s". He regularly worked with "pure house paint" on plywood, 
creating whimsical and sometimes pictures of animals, humans, and flora. 
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Tolliver was born one of 12 children in Montgomery, Alabama. His exact year of birth is unknown, though it is known he was born on the Fourth of July. He married his childhood friend, Willie Mae Thomas, in the 1940s and had 13 children, 11 of whom survived adulthood. During the late 1960s, after a severe injury (his legs were crushed when a load of marble shifted and fell from a forklift as he was sweeping in the furniture factory), he turned to painting to combat boredom and long hours of idle time. Tolliver was self-taught and signed his work, "Mose T" with a backward "s". He regularly worked with "pure house paint" on plywood, creating whimsical and sometimes erotic pictures of animals, humans, and flora. 



Faith Ringgold – The American 
People Series, Between Friends 
The American People series was 
created from 1963 – 1967. Her 
influences on the were cubism and 
African art. She used bold flat 
colors and abstracted forms to 
create her own unique style. Her 
1963 piece Between Friends 
depicts two women, meeting at a 
doorway. Although the women may 
seem close, there is distance and 
unease in their meeting, showing 
Ringgold’s belief that while the two 
women could talk, they were 
divided by a racial barrier, keeping 
them from closer friendship. 
Ringgold explains that the cross 
formed by the wooden beams was 
intended as a reference to 
religious practice. 
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 When she began the American People Series in 1963, Faith Ringgold chose to fashion herself after the leading black writers of the day, in particular James Baldwin. The American People series she created from 1963 – 1967. Her influences on the American People series were cubism and African art. She used bold flat colors and abstracted forms to create her own unique style. Her 1963 piece Between Friends depicts two women, one black and one white, meeting at a doorway. Although the women may seem close, there is distance and unease in their meeting, showing Ringgold’s belief that while the two women could talk, they were divided by a racial barrier, keeping them from closer friendship. Ringgold explains that the cross formed by the wooden beams was intended as a reference to religious practice, particularly the divisions she saw exacerbated as white worshippers attended white churches and black worshippers attended black churches.



George Rodrigue – Sit in Your Own Chair 
Born and raised in New Iberia, Louisiana, artist George Rodrigue (b. 1944) is 
best known for his Blue Dog paintings , which catapulted him to worldwide fame 
in the early 1990s.  His art studies at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
followed by the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California gave him a 
foundation that spawned one of the greatest success stories in southern art. 
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George RodrigueSit in Your Own Chair Born and raised in New Iberia, Louisiana, artist George Rodrigue (b. 1944) is best known for his Blue Dog paintings , which catapulted him to worldwide fame in the early 1990s.  His art studies at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette followed by the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California gave him a foundation that spawned one of the greatest success stories in southern art.



Edward Hopper – Night Hawks 
Nighthawks is a 1942 painting by Edward Hopper that portrays people sitting in 
a downtown diner late at night. It is Hopper's most famous work and is one of 
the most recognizable paintings in American art. Within months of its 
completion, it was sold to the Art Institute of Chicago for $3,000, and has 
remained there ever since. 
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Artist Edward Hopper Year 1942 Type Oil on canvas Dimensions 84.1 cm × 152.4 cm (33 1⁄8 in × 60 in) Location Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois Nighthawks is a 1942 painting by Edward Hopper that portrays people sitting in a downtown diner late at night. It is Hopper's most famous work[1] and is one of the most recognizable paintings in American art.[2][3] Within months of its completion, it was sold to the Art Institute of Chicago for $3,000,[4] and has remained there ever since.



Jacob Lawrence – 
War Series: The Letter 
 
As a class, look at The 
Letter and think about the 
story Lawrence might be 
trying to tell. What might be 
happening here? Who 
might this person be? The 
white square on the table is 
the letter that Lawrence 
refers to in the title of this 
work, but it is devoid of any 
words. Have your students 
write the letter in the 
painting. What does it say? 
What kind of news does it 
bring? 
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As a class, look at The Letter and think about the story Lawrence might be trying to tell. What might be happening here? Who might this person be? The white square on the table is the letter that Lawrence refers to in the title of this work, but it is devoid of any words. Have your students write the letter in the painting. What does it say? What kind of news does it bring?



Kerry James Marshall – Our Town 
Mr. Marshall's version depicts a seemingly cheery suburban neighborhood 
rimmed with a white-picket fence but shows a pair of African-American children 
fleeing the scene, their faces frozen in cryptic terror. The painting, which Wal-
Mart heiress Alice Walton bought at auction for $782,500 four years ago for her 
Arkansas museum Crystal Bridges, conjures questions that aren't easy to 
answer about the inclusiveness of upwardly mobile America, said James Meyer, 
associate curator at the National Gallery. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mr. Marshall's version depicts a seemingly cheery suburban neighborhood rimmed with a white-picket fence but shows a pair of African-American children fleeing the scene, their faces frozen in cryptic terror. The painting, which Wal-Mart heiress Alice Walton bought at auction for $782,500 four years ago for her Arkansas museum Crystal Bridges, conjures questions that aren't easy to answer about the inclusiveness of upwardly mobile America, said James Meyer, associate curator at the National Gallery. Kerry James Marshall – Our town



Jasper Johns – Three Flags 

Jasper Johns, Jr. is an American contemporary artist who works primarily in 
painting and printmaking. He once said, "In the place where I was a child, there 
were no artists and there was no art, so I really didn't know what that meant. I think 
I thought it meant that I would be in a situation different than the one that I was in." 
Johns' breakthrough was to appropriate popular iconography for painting, thus 
allowing a set of familiar associations to answer the need for subject. 
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Jasper Johns, Jr. is an American contemporary artist who works primarily in painting and printmaking. He once said, "In the place where I was a child, there were no artists and there was no art, so I really didn't know what that meant. I think I thought it meant that I would be in a situation different than the one that I was in." Johns' breakthrough move, which was to inform much later work by others, was to appropriate popular iconography for painting, thus allowing a set of familiar associations to answer the need for subject. 



Frederic Sackrider Remington 
– The Pioneer 
 
Remington was an American 
painter, illustrator, sculptor, and 
writer who specialized in 
depictions of the Old American 
West, specifically concentrating 
on the last quarter of the 19th 
century American West and 
images of cowboys, American 
Indians, and the U.S. Cavalry. 
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Frederic Sackrider Remington (October 4, 1861 - December 26, 1909) was an American painter, illustrator, sculptor, and writer who specialized in depictions of the Old American West, specifically concentrating on the last quarter of the 19th century American West and images of cowboys, American Indians, and the U.S. Cavalry.



Jacob Lawrence – The Migration  
Throughout his lengthy artistic career, Lawrence concentrated on depicting the 
history and struggles of African Americans. he Migration Series. The series, a 
moving portrayal of the migration of hundreds of thousands of African Americans 
from the rural South to the North after World War I and their struggle to adjust to 
Northern cities, was shown in New York, and brought him national recognition. 
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Jacob Lawrence Throughout his lengthy artistic career, Lawrence concentrated on depicting the history and struggles of African Americans. he Migration Series. The series, a moving portrayal of the migration of hundreds of thousands of African Americans from the rural South to the North after World War I and their struggle to adjust to Northern cities, was shown in New York, and brought him national recognition.



Alice Neel – The Spanish 
Family 
Alice Neel was one of the 
great American painters of 
the twentieth century. She 
was also a pioneer among 
women artists. A painter of 
people, landscape and still 
life, Neel was never 
fashionable or in step with 
avant-garde movements. 
Sympathetic to the 
expressionist spirit of 
northern Europe and 
Scandinavia and to the 
darker arts of Spanish 
painting, she painted in a 
style and with an approach 
distinctively her own.  
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Alice Neel was one of the great American painters of the twentieth century. She was also a pioneer among women artists. A painter of people, landscape and still life, Neel was never fashionable or in step with avant-garde movements. Sympathetic to the expressionist spirit of northern Europe and Scandinavia and to the darker arts of Spanish painting, she painted in a style and with an approach distinctively her own. 
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